but one case, the oral history collections were described to the author by phone or mail, and were not directly examined by the author. The quality of most of the interviews is thus unknown, and is left to researchers to discover for themselves. In addition, it was difficult to determine much of the specific subject matter of the interviews. Undoubtedly, many are not women's oral history by Armitage's definition. In some of the following interviews, for example, women were asked mainly about famous Iowa males they had known, such as regionalist artists Grant Wood and Marvin Cone, or were asked to identify which businesses occupied a particular building over her lifetime. Whatever concerns exist about the quality and accessibility of Iowa's oral history collections, the quantity of available interviews and the range of topics they cover is impressive; and one may assume that all interviews with women are valuable.
SEVERAL ORAL HISTORY FROJECTS are topical in nature.
Very few projects focused on women as an organizing topic. One notable exception is a collection of interviews by Suzanne Schenken with forty-five Iowa women state legislators (10-12 additional interviews are complete, but not yet released by the interviewee). This project includes interviews with Democrats and Republicans from both the house and the senate, serving in the legislature as early as 1929 and as late as the present. The interviewees include Elaine Baxter, Joy Corning, Minnette Doderer, and Jo Arm Zimmerman. All interviews are transcribed and indexed. Copies of the transcripts are held by both the Women's Archives at the University of Iowa and the Farks Library at Iowa State University.
Another collection focused expressly on women is "Her Own Story," told by a collection of ten interviews with women
Historian, who has conducted many oral history workshops over the past fifteen years; administrators of each of Iowa's seven Regional Libraries; Jerome Thompson, former president of the Iowa Museum Association; and the Iowa Humanities Board (IHB) publication Muses, which announces winners of IHB grants. Still, this compilation is emphatically preliminary; it is likely that important collections were overlooked.
conducted by the Benton County Historical Society and the Vinton branch of the American Association of University Women, and sponsored by the Iowa Humanities Board (IHB). All of the interviews are trai^cribed and include biographical information. The women interviewed include a telephone operator and a nurse. Questions clustered around family background, education, work history, personal memories, and historical events. The collection is housed at the Vinton Public Library, and there is an interlibrary loan copy of the transcripts.
EDUCATION is a topic that has received attention both as the major focus of entire projects and as a standard line of questions in most of the others. Such projects usually include more interviews with women than others because teaching has traditionally been regarded as women's work. Two such projects were sponsored by the IHB. The Red Oak Public Library houses an oral history collection on coimtry schools in Montgomery County. Forty-one interviews with teachers, students, and parents were conducted; 33 of these are with women. Unfortunately, none of the interviews are transcribed. The Prairie Arts Coimcil in Sheldon conducted interviews and gathered written stories on one-room country schools of that area. There are a total of 64 interviews, 41 of which are with women, and 56 written stories, 50 of which are by women. The majority of the interviews are transcribed, and organizers plan to transcribe all of the remaining interviews. The collection is now kept at the Sheldon Public Library, but the Prairie Arts Council hopes to move the collection to a schoolhouse they are renovating.
Several of Iowa's institutions of higher education have employed oral history to record their histories. A number of transcribed interviews with women involved in higher education are thus included in the special collections of both the views conducted, many of which were with women, 90 were transcribed. Topics include the Amana Society, courtship, marriage, childbirth, religion, holidays, schools, housing arrangements, communal kitchens, the bakery, the 1932 Change, and many others. Nearly all of the interviews are in English, but a working knowledge of Cerman is recommended in working with them. The project is held at the Amana Heritage Research Library, and its use is by appointment only.
The Danish Immigrant Museum in Elk Horn has collected a number of oral history interviews with midwestern Danish women. Seven women were interviewed by a graduate student from Denmark, who asked about the decision to emigrate to America, family, Danish identity, religion, politics, and education. Steven Ohirn and a student from Northwest Missouri State University asked rune women about continuing Danish traditions in crafts, foodways, and music. Folklorist Greg Hansen conducted another project on Darüsh craft traditions, interviewing six women, some of whom demonstrate their crafts at Tivoli Fest in Elk Horn. The most recent-and largest-project, supported by IHB, includes 35 women interviewed about "The Danish Immigrant Experience." Interviewers in this project asked about family life and daily routines in Denmark, the decision to emigrate, the journey to America, and the assimilation process. None of the interviews are fully transcribed, but biographical information, an interview summary, and a rurming subject log accompany most tapes.
Another interesting project examined a different kind of immigrant-"immigrants from within." The University of Iowa Affiliated Frogram and IHB sponsored an oral history project interviewing individuals with mental disabilities who had spent part or all of their childhood in Iowa's state hospital schools at Woodward or Glenwood. The interviews focused on their transition to more independent living arrangements. The four women interviewed describe their placement in the institution, their life there, how they left, and their life in the community. Transcripts are available from the University of Iowa Hospital Schools Clearinghouse (1-800-272-7713).
WOMEN'S EMPLOYMENT is another topic around which entire projects are orgarüzed and one that is often at least touched on in more eclectic interviews. The largest collection of labor history oral interviews in the state-and one of the largest in the nation-numbers over one thousand interviews and is held by the State Historical Society of Iowa in Iowa City. Many of the interviews in the Iowa Labor History Oral Project are with women. The collection covers all of the industrial cities in the state and the entire range of imionized trades and industries. About 90 percent of the interviews are transcribed.* Several local oral history projects focus on working people. The Research Center for Dubuque Area History at Loras College houses the only set of oral history interviews focusing exclusively on working women. They were conducted by Mary Allison Farley for her University of Iowa master's thesis on wageearning women in Dubuque, 1910 Dubuque, -1917 .' Twenty-two women were interviewed, four anon)miously. The Laurens Public Library is now conducting an oral history project interviewing people from local industries. The project will include interviews with women "egg breakers" from Scrivener's food wholesalers and women in management positions. The Putnam Museum in Davenport has a small collection of oral history interviews conducted to provide context for donated manuscripts and objects associated with the Eagle Sign Company. Two women were interviev/ed: the daughter of the founder, and a secretary. And the Silos and Smokestacks Oral History Project mentioned earlier is interviewing women about Waterloo's industrial and agricultural heritage. Ten to twenty interviews are planned.
Women whose careers were in the arts are interviewed in two projects. The Midwest Old Thresher's Museum of Repertoire Americana in Mount Pleasant houses a collection of 40 videotaped interviews with individuals, including some women. who traveled with the Tent, Folk, and Repertory Theater players in the years 1900-1940. The interviews are organized by the year they were taped rather than by subject or names, and they are not transcribed. For its "Music in the Quad Cities" oral history project, the Putnam Museum in Davenport interviewed women who described a fanüly-owned music store, the June Jamboree country music festival, music education, sacred music, area music clubs, the Quad City Symphony, and the musical heritage of Navajo, Mesquakie, African-American, Belgian, and Irish residents. All of the interviews are transcribed and include a biographical sketch and interview abstract.
OTHER ORAL HISTORY PROJECTS are not easy to classify. Whether large or small, they include interviews with a variety of people on a wide range of topics. The largest oral history collection in the state is housed at the State Historical Society of Iowa in Iowa City. In addition to the 1,000 labor history interviews mentioned earlier, the collection includes 406 interviews with women on a variety of topics. Most notable are 192 "Voices of American Homemakers" interviews and 44 interviews with century farm owners discussing issues related to farm women's lives, from land transfers to charivaris. Both sets of interviews are thoroughly catalogued, indicating the specific topics addressed by each interviewee. Other interviews by University of Iowa students taking courses in Iowa history, women's history, and music history cover topics such as prohibition and bootlegging, the Great Depression, women on the Iowa homefront during World War 11, family and local history, courtship and marriage, entertainment and social life, and women's roles on the farm.
Most of the remaining projects focus on a particular place, namely the commimity that conducts the interviews. Generally, these projects are about growing up in the local area, usually in the first half of the twentieth century. Researchers should not overlook such collections, even if they appear unpromising: a project that one librarian described as "just general reminiscing stuff" contained a number of interviews with women on important topics, such as their ethnic identity, employment options, and family decisions. Some of these local collections are organized around historical events or specific periods of time. Often, the era seems to be chosen by default. That is, the time period is chosen because it represented the childhood and adolescent years of the oldest people in town. It is rare to find a collection that interviews younger people about more recent events. It is true that there is more of an imperative to collect the stories of older Iowans before death can erase them. However, time also can erase or distort memories, so it would be wise to begin to record the impressions of younger people and more recent events.'"
The Research Center for Dubuque Area History holds a collection of interviews on the New Deal era, recorded by Loras College history students. Twenty women were interviewed, including a librarian, two nims, and several farm women. None of the interviews are transcribed. The Perry Public Library conducted an oral history project as part of its IHB discussion series, "Time SUce HI: 1914 HI: -1945 ." Of six interviews, three are with women, one of whom talks about nearly losing the family farm during the Great Depression. None of the interviews are transcribed. Another project that grew out of the Time Slice series is located at the Stewart Library in Grinnell. Twenty people were interviewed for "Grirmell's Voices from the Past: The Depression and World War n Oral History Project." These included nine women, who answered questions about family, leisure, family economics. New Deal programs, general attitudes, education, public affairs, and military services. A project conducted by the Pocahontas Public Library focuses mainly on the town itself in the 1920s and 1930s. Of the 10 ti'anscribed interviews, 3 are with women, one who played the piano for the silent movie house, another who was an attorney, and another who discussed the social life in town. In addition, interviewers were instructed to ask everyone they interviewed about women's roles during their lifetimes.
Other collections of local oral history interviews cover a broader range of time and events. The largest such collection is held by the Sioux City Public Museum. It includes 500 interviews, most of which are transcribed and individually and collectively indexed. Approximately 180 interviews with women are included in this collection. Among the topics discussed are education, including memories of Central High; employment as authors, nurses, teachers, seamstresses, telephone operators, and others; family; politics; crime and criminals; urban renewal; real estate and construction; churches and religious organizations; women's clubs and service organizations; steamboats, streetcars, and other forms of transportation; a polio epidemic; the Sioux City College of Medicine; Billy Sunday in Sioux City; the Community House's w^ork with immigrants; Peace Corps service; Morningside College; Sioux City businesses such as Sheffield's Bad Instruments and Repair, Ye Olde Tavern Restaurant, and Ferris Flower Shop; recreational activities, such as going to the Peavey Opera House, quilting, and the Queen of River-Cade contest; and many more.
The Cedar Falls Historical Society possesses more than 200 interviews conducted as part of several projects, including one, "Readin' Ritin' and Reminiscin'," that records memories of area one-room country schools. The interviews are transcribed, and there is a short description of one broad interview topic for each interview. Women interviewed include a milliner, a German teacher and early advocate of woman's rights, several WAVE officers stationed in Cedar Falls during World War II, several who describe ice cutting, and several Danish women discussing their ethnic heritage.
The Musser Public Library in Muscatine holds a collection of 125 oral history interviews. Ten women were interviewed along with their husbands, 5 women are interviewed with other women, and 34 women were interviewed alone. The women talked about their jobs as teachers, nurses, businesswomen, factory workers, a mail carrier, and a department store buyer. They also discussed neighborhoods, community service, their families, and their churches. None of the interviews are transcribed.
Transportation was to be the emphasized topic in 100 transcribed oral history interviews, 51 of them with women, conducted by the Rolfe Public Library and sponsored by IHB.
Although all of the interviews do include transportation as a line of questions, interviews were not limited to that topic. Topics include the family's first car and who learned to drive it, taking the train, walking or taking a bus to school, as well as homefront activities during the two world wars, listening to radio shows, family dynamics, gender roles, and teaching in the 1950s. One of the women interviewed described her activities in the late 1970s at Rolfe's high school (including basketball, being chosen band queen, and getting TF'd) and her transition to Iowa State University (including choice of a major, co-ed dorm life, and being a fraternity "little sis.") Approximately 90 oral history interviews are held by the Sioux Center Fublic Library. Twenty-two of these are women interviewed with their husbands, and 19 are with women alone. None of the interviews are transcribed. Topics varied from interview to interview, but common questions centered on living conditions, economic conditions, farming, housekeeping, town controversies (such as whether Sioux Center should have a movie theater), local politics, immigration, historical events and their local ramifications (such as reaction to legislation outlawing the use of the German language during World War I). Froject director Mike Vanden Bosch explained, "There were many stories of personal tragedy and of how people responded to it."" Computer technology has improved the accessibility of a few oral history coUecfions to date, and promises to increase access to a greater extent in the future. Names of interviewees and topics discussed can be searched and perused on- Meyer, Iowa's first woman stockbroker; and topics such as immigration, the Holocaust, surviving the Titanic, women in Des Moines government, flappers, the South Dakota gold rush, the history of community institutions such as the Art Center, the Public Library, the Community Playhouse, and Drake University, plus many more.
The Jimior League of Cedar Rapids conducted the oral history interviews held by the Cedar Rapids Public Library. The library's computer system, INDEX (Information Network for Discovery and Exploration) lists 86 interviews, 37 of which are with women. Subjects listed include Coe College, Cornell College, Mt. Mercy College, Sacred Heart Convent, Greene's Opera House, Billy Simday, the Cherry Sisters, the Dieman-Bennett Dance of the Hemispheres, retail trade, department stores, Jane Boyd (founder of the Cedar Rapids Commvmity House), parks, area churches, and floods. All of the interviews are transcribed, and each includes a photograph of the interviewee.
Shenandoah Public Library's oral history collection consists of 40 interviews, 19 of which are with women. Although none are transcribed, there is a short summary of topics for each interview. The women interviewed include several who were involved in KMA radio or who described listening to KMA's homemaker programming such as Kitchen Klatter. Other topics include 4-H Club, Lawrence Welk's performance at a 1932 Armory Dance, managing a traveling concession stand, the history of the library, Chautauquas, service clubs, churches, and café experiences.
The Fayette County Historical Consortium conducted an IHB-supported project interviewing six women and four men about "The Way We Were" in Eayette County, 1900-present. Project organizers attempted to represent diverse backgrounds, ethnic groups, and areas of the county in the interviews, and asked questions about family, home, social events, school, church, farming, employment, politics, and historical events. Transcripts, an abstract, and a photograph of the interviewee are available for each interview. The project is located at the Eayette County Historical Center in West Union.
Two small towns in Iowa have sizable collections about which little information is available. The Greene Public Library houses 68 interviews, 37 of which are with women. Approximately 10 of the interviews are transcribed. Topics discussed are unavailable. Forty-three oral history interviews are held by the Mt. Ayr Public Library. Sixteen women were interviewed, discussing topics such as Bohemian customs and festivals, education, "early times," and the opera house. None of the interviews are transcribed.
Two other small collections deserve mention. The Dubuque County Historical Society holds a collection of approximately 30 interviews, but only three are with women: a teacher, a department store salesperson, and Arma B. Lawther, who described her work in the suffrage movement. Six women and six men were interviewed for a project organized by the Akron Public Library. Women interviewed include a piano teacher and choir director, a farm woman known for her gardens, one who participated in Chautauquas, another whose farm was often affected by spring floods, and several discussing community and club activities. None of the interviews in either collection are transcribed.
THESE ORAL HISTORY COLLECTIONS are valuable resources for Iowa history researchers and the public at large. There are at least forty oral history collections in Iowa, extending geographically from Muscatine to Sioux City. Those coUecfions contain more than 1,500 interviews with women covering many aspects of women's experience in Iowa in the twentieth century. In addition to enriching the research of individual scholars, these collections-and more that were vindoubtedly missedcould bring the historical experience of everyday people into classrooms at all educational levels. They could also enliven public history programs, from museum exhibits to reader's theater presentations and a variety of other creative uses.
Yet most of these collections remain virtually untapped. One can hope that those who are responsible for planning and funding oral history projects in the future will also plan to make the interviews accessible, so that the insights they contain can benefit more than just the people engaged in the projects. Of the forty collections described in this survey (and summarized in the following table), only about half are transcribed, and less than one-fourth are indexed. Without indexes or transcripts that enable them to select appropriate interviews to consult and then to skim particular interviews to find the areas that are most applicable to their study, researchers must spend many hours listening to interviews that may or may not be useful to them. Typically, researchers who wish to include oral sources in their research conduct the interviews themselves. They will undoubtedly continue to do so. But by consulting properly maintained oral history collections, they could add many more voices to their stories. The thousands of interviews from a multitude of perspectives in collections across Iowa could potentiallyespecially in the hands of capable and creative researchersenrich and broaden our imderstanding of the past.
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